
HULMEVILLE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Meeting Minutes 
December 5, 2016 

The regular monthly meeting of the Hulmeville Borough Council was held on the above date at the 
Borough Hall, 321 Main Street.      

Councilmember’s Present               Staff in Attendance 
Thomas Wheeler, President    Solicitor Robert DeBias 
Debbie Mahon, Vice President    Authority Chair Jim Clark 
Mallory Menta      Secretary Dorothy Omietanski 
Dale Walton Jr.      Treasurer Diane McKairnes 
Judy Coleman      Fire Marshal Bill Wheeler     
Dan Mandolesi        
Nick Lodise        
       
Councilmember’s Absent: none     

Staff Absent: Water & Sewer Clerk Pat Slater, Mayor Dave Harris, and Police Chief Bob Juno 

Guests in Attendance:  Ron Robbins, Daniel Mandolesi, Stanley Omietanski, Sarah Omietanski, 
Stan Omietanski, Kurt Ludwig, Joshua Buffington and Sheri Wheeler.  
  
Call to Order:  Mr. Wheeler called the meeting to order at 7:45pm; all those present joined in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.   

Mayor:  Mr. Wheeler served as the mayor for the meeting, in that Mayor Harris was unable to attend 
the meeting. 

Minutes:   

Motion made by Ms. Mohan seconded by Mr. Mandolesi to approve the minutes of November 7 
& 15, 2016; Motion passed with all in favor 6-0-0.       

Opening of Bids for Snow Removal: 

• Mr. Wheeler received one bid packet, which he opened.  The bid was as follows:   

1. Ossco Group  12 Beaver Street Hulmeville presented a bid for $125 per hour for use 
of truck with plow and salter, $135 per hour for use of skid steer, $145 per hour for 
use of backhoe, $50 per hour for snow blower with laborer and $35 per hour for 
shovel.   

Motion made by Mr. Walton and seconded by Mr. Lodise for Mr. DeBias to check references 
and insurance, and based on his findings council will make a decision to award the bid, and 
sign the contract at the work session in December; Motion passed with all in favor 6-0-0.       
  
Public Comment:   

• Mr. Robbins saw a speed control sign in Falls Township that he would like to recommend for 
Hulmeville Borough.  The sign was attached to a pole and it was solar powered.  It displayed 
the speed of cars traveling on the road.  Mr. Robbins thinks a sign like this along Main Street 
might help to slow the traffic down. 
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• Mr. Ludwig wanted to pass on a message from Eric Schmitt.  He wanted to inform council 
that the work on his property has been cleared.  Mr. Ludwig was also announced as the 
newest member of the Water and Sewer Authority. 

Police Report:   

• Mr. Lodise read the report for the month of November 2016: 21 Incidents, 5 Traffic, 2 
Parking, 0 Accidents, 2 Assists, 1 Summary, 1 Criminal, 18 District Court, 5 County Court, 0 
EMS for a total hours worked: 243, Total Salary $5,248.00. 

• Police Training - The officers completed 26 hours of Taser training and have computer 
training scheduled for next month. 

• Body Cameras – Chief Juno reviewed the information Mr. DeBias provided regarding the 
body cameras, and after consideration has come to the conclusion that at this point in time the 
body camera is an unnecessary request.  Most of the work done by the Hulmeville Police 
involves traffic stops, and the dash camera records the interactions.  Mr. Wheeler would like 
to encourage the police committee to continue to consider the body cameras.  He feels the 
body cams are important in protecting the officers if they should need to enter a home or have 
to deal with an altercation outside of the police vehicle.   

• Vest Program – The vest program is a 50% matching program.  Each vest costs $1,000.  This 
may be an item to add to the RDA Grant list next year if grants are offered.   

Personnel:  no report 

Borough Property: 

• Basement Water Issues – Mr. Mandolesi reviewed all three proposals, and would like to 
suggest that council go with Basement Dry.  The proposal from Basement Dry totaled $3,200, 
which was the lowest of the three bids.  Basement Dry will remove all loose debris from the 
foundation wall, and repair all holes and cracks.  They will roughcast the foundation walls 
and exposed footer, seal and raise grade in the area the air conditioner enters the building, 
install a dry well in the window well, and install a sump pump in the heater room.  Mr. 
Mandolesi is very happy with the work they have outlined to do, and the cost proposed.  Mr. 
Mandolesi is also recommending that the work be started immediately.  The walls are starting 
to erode, and with winter coming the water will turn to ice causing even more damage.  
Council noticed that there was no address listed on the proposal and would like Mr. 
Mandolesi to check on insurance.   

Motion made by Mr. Mandolesi and seconded by Ms. Mahon for Mr. Mandolesi to confirm 
address and insurance, and based on his findings accept the bid of $3,200 from Basement Dry 
for completion of the work at Borough Hall; Motion passed with all in favor 6-0-0 

Zoning: 

• Mr. Mandolesi read Ms. Juno’s report for November 2016.  Ms. Juno had email 
correspondences with Patrick Hasan of JS Held LLC and Ann Marino of 940 Neshaminy 
Street.  She also reviewed code and drafted a notice for construction debris on property 337 
Main Street.  She worked a total of 3.5 hours.   

• Flood Plain Manager – Ms. Juno is willing to take on the added responsibilities for the role of 
flood plain manager. 

• Fee Schedules – Ms. Mahon announced that the fee schedule, rental property inspection, and 
property sale guidelines will be ready for review at the January work session.  
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Water and Sewer: 

• Water Meter Replacement Program – The program is underway, and so far there have been 8 
confirmed meters installed.  Mr. Clark is still waiting on the equipment, and software needed 
to read the new meters.  He has the training for the new equipment scheduled for Thursday.   

• Rate increase – Mr. Clark scheduled a work session for December 12 at 7:30 to discuss a 
need for a rate increase for water usage in excess of 5,000 gallons a quarter.  BCWSA sent a 
letter announcing that they will be raising sewer rates by 4% effective January.  They are 
raising their rates to cover costs incurred from the Neshaminy Interceptor work.  The last 
sewer rate increase BCWSA had was in 2014 and Hulmeville Water and Sewer did have to 
increase by the same amount then.  Mr. Clark would also like to review the water rate scale.  
Hulmeville’s water rates are not in line with BCWSA rates.  Hulmeville’s rates go down with 
higher usage, and he feels that the charge for usage in excess of 5,000 gallons in a quarter 
should be adjusted to go up.  

Fire Marshal:  

• NIMS Training – Fire Marshal Wheeler called the county again regarding the training and 
they said that they are in the process of putting together a training schedule for next year, and 
will try to fit us in.  They also need to secure a trainer.   

• Borough Hall Fire Alarm – The alarm system went off.  Fire Marshal Wheeler corrected the 
issue.  The batteries were dead so he spent $71 to replace them.  Council agreed to reimburse 
Fire Marshall for the expense.  

Trash:  no report 

Lights:   There is one light out on Water Street. 

Streets: 

• The resident at Green and Bellevue made the repairs to the sidewalk. 
• Crosswalks – Bill and Tom Wheeler painted the crosswalks at Trenton and Bellevue. 
• Storm Drain Repairs – Mr. Lodise distributed an email that was sent from PENNDOT regarding 

the water drainage facilities in the Borough of Hulmeville along Main Street.  The storm drains 
along Main Street are in need of repair; they are all sinking.  PENNDOT responded that they are 
only responsible to replace the grates, and that the borough is responsible for the repairs to the 
support below the grate.  Mr. Lodise said he would discuss this issue with Tina Davis.  

Finance:   

• Ms. Coleman confirmed with Ms. Omietanski that the budget was advertised and that there 
were no public comments. 

Motion made by Ms. Coleman seconded by Ms. Mahon to approve the 2017 budget for 
$382,318.00 with assessed property value of 8,718,050, value of a mill 8,718.50, millage 14.50, 
combined tax millage 16.00, mills real estate 14.50, mills fire tax 1.50 and per capita $5; Motion 
passed with all in favor 6-0-0.     

MS4:   

• Ms. Mahon is working with Ryan Idel, Eagle Scout, on the storm drain medallions for Hulmeville 
Borough.  Ms. McKairnes mailed a check in the amount of $418.95 to DAS Manufacturing, 
Valrico, FL for 70 markers/medallions and 5 tubes of marker adhesive, as previously authorized 
by council. 
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TMDL:   

• TMDL No1: encourage riparian forest buffers for all residents along the creek 
• TMDL No 2: conduct site inspections to encourage down spout disconnect 
• TMDL No 3: install at least 3 trees (evergreen or deciduous) over the next year – note the trees 

must be 4 - 1/2 feet tall with a 2 - 1/2 inch trunk. 
• TMDL No 4: for future borough owned property, look into infiltration measures 
• TMDL No 5: modify basins for increased infiltration reduction 
• TMDL No 7: install 4 rain barrels over the next year and encourage home owners to do the same 
• TMDL No 8:additional provisions: 

1. Complete 2 street sweepings over the next year 
2. Possibly install 5 inlet filters over the next year 
3. Schedule storm drain cleaning of 17 drains over the next year.  Ms Mahon has been in 

contact with John Butler from BCWSA and is waiting for prices, and a schedule to 
complete the storm drain cleaning. 

4. Continue with the 4 leaf pickups through the fall/winter season 
• Gather needed addresses/contacts of all buildings in floodplain for mailing Best Management 

Practices (BMP's) information www.buckscounty.org/forms/PublicAccess" 
• Discuss Sump Pump inspections to include disconnecting downspouts that go directly to 

impervious surfaces or storm drains 

Floodplain:   

• Mailing - For all residents in and out of floodplain,  information is being compiled that 
will be mailed to each resident that explains ACT 167, and the regulations that are in 
place for best management practices during weather events. 

• Private Flood Insurance and One-Stop website www.insurance.pa.gov click on 
"Coverage" then "Flood" 

Storm Water: 

• New Resident Notification - Ms. Mahon suggested having notification routinely sent to new 
residents.  She would like to have some sort of open communication, possibly with the tax 
collector, that would inform the floodplain manager of new residents.   The manager could 
contact new residents welcome them to the Borough, and inform them of what to do in the 
event of a storm with possible flooding. 

       
Solicitor Report:  

• Storm Water Authority – The state is pushing municipalities to create a  
Storm Water Authority, or to piggy back on their Water & Sewer Authority for the purpose of 
securing funding for compliance with state and federal storm water regulations. 

• Open Space Grant – Mr. Wheeler sent two forms to be considered for the open space grant; 
one for a pavilion adjacent to the playground at Borough Hall, and the other for 
improvements of Spring Valley Farm.  There will be a meeting on December 14th to approve 
or deny the requests.  If the requests are approved then an application will need to be 
completed and submitted for both by December 30th.  The pavilion will be 16 ft by 28 ft and 
Hulmeville will be responsible to pay 25% of the total cost, which would be $6,625.  The 
Hulmeville Historical Society has agreed to pay the 25%.  The cost for Spring Valley Farm 
will be paid by Middletown Township.  All work needs to be completed in a two year time 
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frame.  Mr. Mandolesi suggested having an Eagle Scout candidate build benches for the 
pavilion.   

A motion was duly made by Mr. Walton seconded by Mr. Lodise to authorize the application 
for open space funds, whereas the Borough will have available $6,625.  Mr. Wheeler is  
authorized to execute, and file the appropriate forms; Motion passed with all in favor 6-0-0 

A motion was duly made by Mr. Mandolesi seconded by Mr. Lodise to authorize a joint 
application with Middletown Township for open space funds, whereas Middletown Township 
will have available $47,000; Motion passed with all in favor 6-0-0 

A motion was duly made by Ms. Coleman seconded by Mr. Lodise for Mr. Wheeler to sign a 
cooperation agreement between Hulmeville Borough and Middletown Township to administer 
open space funds; Motion passed with all in favor 6-0-0 

• Update to Flood Plain Regulations in the Zoning Ordinance -  

A motion was duly made by Mr. Mandolesi seconded by Mr. Walton to send the updated Flood 
Plain regulations in the Zoning Ordinance to Hulmeville Planning Commission and Bucks 
County Planning Commission for their review and comment; Motion passed with all in favor 
6-0-0 

• Construction Easements – Mr. DeBias would like to terminate the 4 temporary construction 
easements that are still active from the bridge construction.  The bridge has been complete 
now for 18 months and the work given final approval by the Borough Engineer.   

A motion was duly made by Ms. Menta seconded by Ms. Mahon to terminate 4 temporary 
construction easements for the following properties – 16-001-067 (10 Main Street), 16-001-068 
(13 Trenton Ave), 16-001-073-1 (101 Trenton Ave) and 16-001-073 (3 Main Street); Motion 
passed with all in favor 6-0-0 
Mayor:  no report 
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer’s Report of December 5, 2016 was made available for inspection:   
                             

• General Fund Checking Balance as of November 1, 2016:  $  118,850.53 
Expenses Totaled:                       $   -44,177.47 
Income Totaled:     $     11,244.38 

General Fund Checking Balance as of November 30, 2016:  $     85,917.44 

• Sewer Fund Checking Balance as of November 1, 2016:  $  125,937.99 
Interest Totaled:   $    4.96 
Expenses Totaled:                        $   -23,689.72 
Income Totaled:   $     10,916.62 

Sewer Fund Checking Balance as of November 30, 2016:  $   113,164.89 

• Sewer Fund PLGIT Balance as of October 1, 2016:               $ 371,569.27 
       Interest     $        185.82 
       Deposit    $   10,000.00 
       Expense               $              - 0 

Sewer Fund PLGIT Balance as of November 30, 2016:  $ 381,755.09 
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• Highway Aid PLGIT Balance as of October 1, 2016:             $    35,477.05 
        Interest    $            17.62 
        Deposit    $                  0 
        Expenses                  $         - 30.84 

Highway Aid PLGIT Balance as of November 30, 2016:   $    35,463.83 
        

• General Fund PLGIT Balance as of October 1, 2016:                    $      18,796.03 
Interest    $               8.62 

           Deposits   $                    0 
      Expenses Total:  $       -6,843.49 

        General Fund PLGIT Balance as of November 30, 2016:              $      11,961.16 

Bills:  A copy of the bill list dated December 5, 2016 was provided to Council, and offered for review 
by the public.  Ms. McKarines added seven bills: Carroll Engineer $621.03, $831.25, Bucks Co 
Courier $553.20, BIU $180.08, Bill Wheeler $70.57, Fire Line Inc $530.00 and Ms. Mahon $6.36. 
  
• General Fund beginning balance as of November 30, 2016:            $      88,322.08 
                                  ending balance as of December 9, 2016:            $      43,859.22 

• Sewer & Water beginning balance as of December 5, 2016:            $     113,094.89 
                                     ending balance as of December 9, 2016:             $      ? 

• Highway Aid beginning balance as of November 7, 2016:   $       35,446.21 
                                   ending balance as of November 7, 2016:   $       35,446.21 

A motion was duly made by Mr. Mandolesi seconded by Ms. Menta, and carried unanimously 
to approve the bill list dated November 7, 2016; motion carries 6-0-0.     

Correspondence:   

• Amusement Tax – Ms. Omietanski received a check from Neshaminy Shore Club for $112.40. 

Old Business: 

• Reetz Ave Parking Request – Joe Cimino reported that the State Police have been harassing the 
coffee roaster employees, who are double parked to make deliveries to the coffee shop.  He is 
requesting that council consider placing a sign on Reetz Ave that would allow 15 minute loading 
unloading for the coffee shop, so they do not get in trouble by the police.  Mr. Wheeler explained 
to council the reason why Reetz has no parking is to allow trucks the clearance to make turns 
onto the road.  Council agrees there should be no sign allowing parking of any kind.  Mr. Ludwig 
contacted the owner of the coffee shop, and he is not aware of any police involvement.  He just 
wanted to have a spot for customers to park. 

• Hazardous Waste Program – Mr. Wheeler received a request from the county to participate in the 
hazardous waste program by making a payment of $117.86 in support of the efforts.   

A motion was duly made by Mr. Lodise seconded by Mr. Mandolesi to participate in the 2017 
hazardous waste program at a cost of $117.86; motion carries 6-0-0 

• Uptown String Band – The string band would like to rent its house on Trenton Rd to a 
church.  Council agrees they do not think the house would be suitable for a church.  First they 
would need to secure parking, and second the area is R2 zoning so they would need to 
present the idea to the Zoning Board for its approval for a zoning variance. 

• RDA Decision for Grants – The RDA should be announcing their final decision regarding 
2017 grants on December 16th. 
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• Apt B – The renter in apartment B is now three months overdue for rent.  Ms. Omietanski did 
send them a letter and Mr. Wheeler emailed them regarding the matter.   

• New Resident Update – Mr. Walton wanted to bring to the Water and Sewer Authority’s 
attention that there is a new resident at 925 Bellevue Ave., and that it should update the files 
to now reflect the new resident is Joyce Decker.   

• Plot Plan – Mr. Walton wanted to know how he could go about getting a plot plan.  Ms. 
Mahon suggested he contact the Board of Assessments to obtain a copy based on the tax 
parcels.   

• Bleachers – Mr. Mandolesi reported on the great job the Eagle Scout did on the bleachers.   
• 531 Main Street – Ms. McKarines wanted to point out to council that there is a lot of trash 

accumulating in the yard of 531 Main Street. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 pm; motion made by Mr. Walton seconded by Ms. Mahon.                      
           

Respectfully Submitted 
         

Dorothy Omietanski,  
Hulmeville Borough Secretary 
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